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Rick Ewing

From
The
Chair

The Spring Na tional ACS
meet ing in San Diego was a 
great suc cess. At ten dance
was high; I had heard a
num ber of 16,000 on the
first day of the meet ing,
Sunday, with at ten dance
num bers go ing up daily.
Also im pres sive was the
num ber of stu dent at ten dees 
at >5,000.  It was a par tic u -
larly nice venue, but coun -
ter-bal anced by the pace
that ACS Na tional kept
with pre sen ta tions, poster
ses sions, com mit tee meet -
ings, award cer e mo nies and 
the Coun cil meet ing. I want 
to give thanks  and ap pre ci -
a tion to our Phil a del phia
Sec tion coun cil ors. This is
an ac tive, ded i cated group
that is vo cal in their par tic i -
pa tion and shar ing of in for -
ma tion and we are also

for tu nate as a Sec tion to have
sev eral coun cil ors lead ing
Na tional com mit tees. The
Sec tion is in deed in good
hands.  I also, for the first
time, at tended the Coun cil
meet ing as an ACS mem ber;
while a mem ber can not vote
at Coun cil, this meet ing is
open to ev ery one.  I en cour -
age you to read John Craw- 
ford’s re port in the June Cat a -
lyst on the Na tional Meet ing
which also de tails some of the 
dis cus sion and de ci sions that
took place at the Coun cil
meet ing.  One fun ac tiv ity
was a quiz on cli mate chem is -
try.  The ACS is de vel op ing a
sci en tific-based ed u ca tional
tool on cli mate sci ence for the 
gen eral pub lic which teaches
in for ma tion re lated to at mo -
spheric chem is try and gen eral  
cli mate facts called the ACS
Cli mate Sci ence Toolkit. All
pres ent at the Coun cil meet -
ing were given a hand-held
RF vot ing de vice that cap -
tured ev ery one’s re sponse to
ques tions such as:  

Which planet has the high est
av er age sur face tem per a ture?
a. Mer cury, b. Ve nus, c.
Earth, d. Mars.

Which gas con trib utes most to 
the Earth’s tem per a ture? a.
CO2, b. H2O, c. CH4, d. N2O.

There were 15 or so rel a tively
fa mil iar (in one way or an -
other) ques tions, and I think
what was most sur pris ing to
the leader of the dis cus sion
was that a fairly large pro por -
tion of the au di ence got these
ques tions wrong. This is a tes -
ta ment to the need for better
ed u ca tion about the sci ence
be hind cli mate and tem per a -
ture change to the gen eral
pub lic who may not have a
sci ence back ground.  More in -
for ma tion is avail able at ACS
Climate Science Toolkit. This
is a beta ver sion of the site as
it is un der con struc tion, but
the site does al ready con tain
some in ter est ing in for ma tion
in clud ing the an swers to the
above ques tions and much
more. Also, I want to re mind
ev ery one that the fall Na tional 
ACS meet ing is here in
Philadephia.  If you are able,
this is a great op por tu nity to
at tend top ics re lated to chem -
is try at all lev els: sci en tific,
general interest, community,
world issue and politics.

In ter ested in Work ing for ACS?

We are draw ing up the slate of can di dates for the fall 2012 elec tion.  Spe cif i cally, there are open -
ings for chair-elect, trea surer, di rec tors and coun cil ors. The chair-elect has sev eral re spon si bil i ties, 
in clud ing chair ing the Section awards and pro gram com mit tees dur ing the first year of the term
and run ning the Section dur ing the sec ond year.  The trea surer is mainly re spon si ble for pay ing
the bills and keep ing those re cords.  Di rec tors form the gov er nance of the lo cal Section and meet
monthly Sep tem ber-June.  Coun cil ors rep re sent the Section at ACS National meet ings.  

If you would like to run, please get in touch with John Tierney (jxt4@psu.edu) or Libby Harper
(PhilaACS@aol.com or (215) 382-1589).

http://portal.acs.org/portal/acs/corg/content?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=PP_ARTICLEMAIN&node_id=531&content_id=CNBP_029275&use_sec=true&sec_url_var=region1&__uuid=c5c638e0-bd16-4886-8e1c-7d9eb9f9839f
http://portal.acs.org/portal/acs/corg/content?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=PP_ARTICLEMAIN&node_id=531&content_id=CNBP_029275&use_sec=true&sec_url_var=region1&__uuid=c5c638e0-bd16-4886-8e1c-7d9eb9f9839f
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NEWS AT OMS
Den nis E. Discher, the Rob -
ert D. Bent Pro fes sor of
chem i cal and biomolecular
en gi neer ing at the Uni ver sity
of Penn syl va nia, was elected
to the Na tional Acad emy of
En gi neer ing.

Mark Lemmon, pro fes sor
and chair of bio chem is try and
bio phys ics in the Perelman
School of Med i cine at Penn,
will re ceive the 2012 Dor o thy 
Crow foot Hodg kin award
from The Pro tein So ci ety, for
ex cep tional con tri bu tions to
pro tein sci ence.

Eileen Moison, se nior at
Penn study ing bio chem is try
and busi ness in the Vagelos
pro gram of life sci ences and
man age ment, has been award- 
ed a Gates Cam bridge schol -
ar ship to pur sue a mas ter’s de -
gree in bio chem is try at
Cam bridge Uni ver sity in the
United King dom.

Shu Yang, as so ci ate pro fes sor 
in ma te ri als sci ence and en gi -
neer ing at Penn, has been cho -
sen with her re search group to 

re ceive the Ar thur K. Doolit-
tle award from the ACS di vi -
sion of poly meric ma te ri als
sci ence and en gi neer ing. The
honor rec og nizes their pa per
pre sented at the PMSE di vi -
sion at the National meet ing
in San Diego.

Gary Molander, Hirsch-
mann-Makineni pro fes sor of
chem is try, and doc toral stu -
dent Sa rah Trice, de vel oped
a new type of re agent in
Penn’s high through put ex per -
i men ta tion lab o ra tory. The re -
agent al lows for sim pler
syn the sis of boronic ac ids,
one of the main in gre di ents in
cre at ing car bon-car bon bonds
in crit i cal biaryl sys tems.

DEATHS

An dre G. Susanin, re tired
chem ist and com pany owner,
March 9th at 78. He joined
Rohm and Haas’ wa ter treat -
ment di vi sion in 1955 and re -
tired in 1978. He then oper-
ated his own firm, Susanin
Equip ment Co. for 25 years.
He was a vol un teer for

Wheels of Wellness and Hab i -
tat for Hu man ity.

T. Frank Decker, re tired
chem i cal en gi neer, March 18th

at 84. He worked for At lan tic
Re fin ing and then joined
Rohm and Haas in 1955, re tir -
ing as an ex ec u tive in 1985.
He was a vol un teer with
Meals on Wheels for over 30
years.

Ar nold S. “Sam” West, re -
tired chem i cal en gi neer,
March 19th  at 90. He joined
Rohm and Haas in 1946
where he worked as an en gi -
neer, su per vi sor, man ager, and 
even tu ally as a spe cial ist in
gov ern ment and reg u la tory af -
fairs. He re tired in 1987 and
op er ated his own con sult ing
ser vice as A.S. West As so ci -
ates. He served the Amer i can
In sti tute of Chem i cal En gi -
neers as trea surer, vice pres i -
dent and pres i dent. West was
a mem ber of the board of di -
rec tors of the Chem i cal Her i -
tage Foun da tion and was
pres i dent of United En gi neer -
ing Trust ees.

www.marmacs.org
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MAY MEETING 

 
 

THE PHILADELPHIA SECTION, AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY 
 
 

Presents the 2012 Awards for  
 
 

EXCELLENCE IN UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING IN CHEMICAL SCIENCES 
 

Dr. Linda Mascavage, Arcadia University 
 

and  
 

EXCELLENCE IN CHEMISTRY TEACHING AT THE SECONDARY LEVEL 
 

Dr. Scott Best, Conestoga High School 
 
 

Thursday, May 17, 2012 
 

7:00 PM 
 

Desmond Hotel 
One Liberty Boulevard 

Malvern, PA  19355 
 

Dinner at 6:00 PM 
 

Dinner cost $35.00; Students with reservations and ID: $18.00 
 
 

RESERVATIONS should be made by calling Mrs. Harper at the Section Office, (215) 382-1589, or 
emailing PhilaACS@aol.com by 5:00 PM Thursday, May 10th.  Cancellations, if necessary, cannot be 
accepted after NOON on Tuesday, May 15 th.  UNCANCELLED RESERVATIONS WILL BE BILLED. 
 

DIRECTIONS:  http://www.desmondgv.com/map/drive.htm  
 
The Board of Directors will meet at 4:00 PM at the Desmond Hotel. 

the Catalyst 
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UN DER GRAD U ATE TEACH ING AWARDEE
Dr. Linda M. Mascavage

Ar ca dia Uni ver sity

Dr. Mascavage re ceived her
BS in Chem is try and Sec ond -
ary Ed u ca tion from Geor gian
Court Col lege and went on to
earn an MS and PhD in or -
ganic chem is try from Seton
Hall Uni ver sity.  From Seton
Hall she joined Tem ple Uni -
ver sity where she still as sists
with teach ing and con tin ues
as an Ad junct Re search Pro -
fes sor. Since 1992 she has
been teach ing or ganic chem is -
try at Ar ca dia Uni ver sity (for -
merly Bea ver Col lege) full
time and sig nif i cantly re vised

her courses to in cor po rate
crit i cal think ing and ef fec tive
tech ni cal writ ing. She has
been elected to Phi Kappa Phi 
Honor So ci ety, re ceived the
Dougherty Fac ulty-Stu dent
Re search Award and the
Ellington Bea vers Award for
In tel lec tual In quiry.

A me tic u lous or ga nizer, Dr.
Mascavage’s stu dents al ways
come to lab with an ex cel lent
un der stand ing of the the o ret i -
cal ba sis be hind the ex per i -
ment or prep a ra tion they are
about to per form. She main -
tains the high est in tel lec tual
stan dards, re flected in her stu -

dents’ high scores on MCATs
and the ACS stan dard ized ex -
ams in or ganic chem is try.  Her 
stu dents have been mo ti vated
to ap pre ci ate the ba sics of the
chem is try re lated to an ap -
plied ca reer as well as to seek
fur ther train ing in grad u ate
school in or ganic chem is try.

Linda and her stu dents are
also in volved in re search pro -
jects.  Her par tic u lar in ter est
is in gas phase ki net ics on
which she and her stu dents
have pub lished in peer-re -
viewed jour nals and pre sented 
at lo cal, re gional and na tional
ACS meet ings.
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HIGH SCHOOL TEACH ING AWARDEE
Dr. Scott A. Best

Con es toga High School

Af ter ini tially teach ing on the
col lege level, Dr. Scott Best
moved to sec ond ary ed u ca tion 
at Con es toga High School
where he has hit his stride,
teach ing all lev els of chem is -
try over a 12-year ca reer.  He
en gages stu dents who find
chem is try dif fi cult and has ex -
panded AP Chem is try par tic i -
pa tion with out stand ing
re sults.  A sought-out men tor,
Dr. Best has or ga nized a

Chem Club and coaches the
Sci ence Olym piad team.  In
ex e cut ing les sons, he ac tively
en gages stu dents in the learn -
ing pro cess and crit i cal think -
ing and con sis tently pro vides
qual ity in struc tion.  His stu -
dents rec og nize the im por -
tance of chem is try and know
he will help pre pare them for
suc cess in their fu ture lives.  

In ad di tion to ex cep tional
class room work, Dr. Best is a
leader in the school com mu -
nity.  As a se nior class ad vi -

sor, he worked with the ad -
min is tra tion to co or di nate
events such as grad u a tion and
the se nior prom, bal anc ing the 
con stit u en cies of stu dents,
par ents, teach ers and admini-
strators.

Dr. Best at tended Ohio State
Uni ver sity and re ceived a BS
from Wheeling Je suit Col lege
and a PhD in Chem is try from
Penn State Uni ver sity.  He is
Chair of the Sci ence De part -
ment at Con es toga.

We are seek ing help from the mem ber ship of the Phil a del phia Sec tion of the ACS. In most cases,
this would only re quire in di cat ing an ap pro pri ate con tact per son. The Phil a del phia Sec tion of the
Amer i can Chem i cal So ci ety has de vel oped a web site that will post sum mer po si tions avail able
in a lab o ra tory set ting for un der grad u ate stu dents ma jor ing in chem is try or re lated ar eas. 

We are seek ing com pa nies, gov ern men tal agen cies and non-profit in sti tu tions that have sum mer
po si tions avail able for the afore men tioned group of un der grad u ates. These po si tions can be in ei -
ther a re search or a non-re search lab o ra tory en vi ron ment.  We would like to post the in for ma tion
about these po si tions on the Phil a del phia Sec tion of the Amer i can Chem i cal So ci ety’s website:
http://philadelphia.sites.acs.org/internshipquestionnaire.htm. There is no cost to post a po si tion,
and there is no ob li ga tion to con tinue this po si tion from one year to the next. You may re move it
at any time. The or ga ni za tional con tact for ap pli cants may be an in di vid ual or re fer ral to the com -
pany web site. 

If you hire un der grad u ates in chem is try or re lated ar eas to work in a lab o ra tory set ting, we urge
you to go to our website and com plete the ques tion naire. Or, if you know of the per son in your
or ga ni za tion that over sees such an un der grad u ate pro gram, ei ther urge them to post the po si -
tion(s) on our website or email me (see be low) with their con tact in for ma tion.  If you have any
ques tions, please con tact: Shel don L. Miller, PhD: email millers@chc.edu or call at (215)
248-7175. 

SEEK ING HELP

http://philadelphia.sites.acs.org/internshipquestionnaire.htm
mailto:millers@chc.edu
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Great Programming for Education 

 
Come, Present, Learn, Network! 

www.marmacs.org/2012
Undergraduate Students 

 
Friday, June 1st 
Panel Discussion on Careers in       

Chemistry 

Poster Session on Student Member Group 
Activities 

Chromatography Forum of the Delaware 
Valley Awards Symposium 

 
Saturday, June 2nd 
Undergraduate Research Poster Session 
 

Teachers in Higher Ed 
 
Thursday, May 31st 
The Chemistry Classroom for the 21st 

Century 

On-line and Hybrid Chemistry Courses 

 
Friday, June 1st 
Companion Software for Freshman and 

Organic Texts:  Enhancing Student 
Learning 

 
Saturday, June 2nd 
Active Learning in the Chemistry Classroom 

and Laboratory 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
K-12 Students and Teachers 
 
Friday, June 1st 
Environmental Chemistry for High Students 

Forensic Chemistry for High School 
Students 

 
Saturday, June 2nd 
Environmental Chemistry for High School 

Teachers 

Forensic Chemistry for High School 
Teachers 

STEM for Elementary School Teachers 

Kids in Chemistry - Hands on Experiments 
for Elementary Students 

 
 

 

the Catalyst 



May 2012 Page 92 
 

 
 

637th BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
 

Thursday, February 23, 2012 
Room 108A Barton Hall 

Temple University 
Philadelphia, PA 

 
Present: R. Ewing, J.P. Northrop, D.J. Wolf, D. Cichowicz, J. Tierney, D. Cook, E. Davis, A. DeMasi, S. 
Fleming, K. Lysko, C. Palmer, W. Smith, M. Tunick. 
 
Conference Call: J. Summers-Gates, M. Cichowicz, K. Shaginaw, T. Straub, D. Thomas, V. Tortorelli. 
 
Also: J. Crawford, L. Harper, K. Lammers, J. Martino.  
 
Meeting was called to order by Chairman R. Ewing at 4:00 PM. 
 1.   Approval of minutes – 2nd the Motion. 
  Council Affairs:  J. Crawford to take over role. 
  Approval of minutes as amended. 
  Abstention by J. Summers-Gates. 
 2.  Communications: D. Hausner has asked to be excused from this meeting. 
 3.  COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
  A.  Awards:  Status of Section and MARM Teaching Awards – J.P. Northrop 
   Information for MARM – Nothing has come in for section awards yet. 
   Deadline: 3/20/12 for MARM 
   Deadline for Teachers awards (3/30/2012) in the Catalyst - two H.S. nominations. 
   Resubmit Jim Murray for MARM (Signed by R. Ewing). 
   ACS Section Award: need nominations. 
  B.  Bylaws:  J. Tierney, D. Cichowicz and R. Ewing 
   Corrections: Page 4 Program Committee: Chaired by chair elect. 
   Page 5: (Section) 
   Page 8: Duties of chair: Program Committee: Program Planning  
   Committee. 
   Page 9: Chair elect Responsible for Ullyot. 
   Page 11: Chaired by past chairs and Board of Directors. 
   Agreed to amend Bylaws: Sending Bylaws to National for approval: 
   Sending them to the Catalyst. 
  C. Career Services: Update – J. Martino 
   2/29/12 Networking Event at Iron Hill Brewery in North Wales from 6:00 PM  
   to 8:00 PM – 27 people signed up – Another meeting in June. 
   La Salle’s Montgomery County booked for May 7th – 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM – 
   Networking. J.P. Northrop is going to speak there. 
   YCC – Top priority this year: three core members, two advisory.  
   P. Fishbein and Tsuie will coordinate – P. Fishbein submitted for  
   CHEMLUMINARY. E. Davis will collaborate with NOBCCHE Chapter. 
 D.  Nominations: Approval of members of Awards Committee – J. Tierney 
   Slate given to Libby Harper. 
   No chemical engineer nominated. 
   M. Cichowicz (Organic Chemistry). 

the Catalyst 
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    J. Tierney (Education). 
   P. Walsh (Inorganic Chemistry). 
   Motion to Approve – 2nd Motion. 
 E.  Public Relations: E. Harper for D. Hausner 
   D. Hausner (Twitter handle and LinkedIn) 
 F.  Younger Chemists – K. Lammers 
  Annual Poster Session – 18 Schools, 96 Presenters 
  3rd Fall National Meeting with Christie McInnis – Looking for a Forensic  
  Chemist – D.J. Wolf. 
4.  OFFICERS’ REPORTS: 
 A.  Chair Ewing 
  ACS Fall National Meeting 
  $500 SEED Money to be sent to Local Section: D. Cichowicz. 
  $5000 Additional Funding (Accounting Record). 
  Planning Committee (email L. Harper if interested). 
  Charged with recruiting 10 to 15 students for administrative support – 
  Paid position by ACS National in August. 
  Staff the Local Section booth during registration hours (Meet and Greet). 
 B.  Chair-elect Northrop: Nothing to report. 
 C.  Secretary Wolf: Nothing to report. 
 D.  Treasurer Cichowicz  
  Balanced Budget – reflects nothing from National. 
  $500 not received yet. 
  Motion to approve and 2nd motion – passed. 
5.  OTHER BUSINESS: 
 K. Shaginaw – Looking for Volunteers for PAGES™ (April 21, 2012)  
 Sponsoring Graduate School Forum (18th Year). Needs Committee home. 
 YCC (by A. DeMasi) Late October, Early November (Monday Night at Villanova). 
 YCC heavily involved in getting panel discussion. 
 A.  2011 Annual Report – J. Tierney 
  Nothing to add. 
  ChemLuminaries Nominations – J. Tierney and J.P. Northrop. 
 B.  Student Travel request for San Diego meeting* 
  Ursinus College student received $300 from ACS Section and airline ticket. 
  Will work with Dr. A. Reig – receive $450 total. 
  $500 Line item budget for entire year for local. 
  Students should provide receipts for reimbursement from ACS. 
  A motion approved for up to $300 and 2nd motion. 
  (Abstaining – V. Tortorelli). 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:15 PM. 
Respectfully submitted, 
D.J. Wolf, Secretary   

the Catalyst 
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AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY PHILADELPHIA SECTION 

THIRD CAREER WORKSHOP 

Networking 

Thursday, May 17, 2012 

8:30 AM to 4:00 PM 

La Salle University Montgomery County Center 

4000 Chemical Road 

Suite 110 

Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 

This full day workshop will again be packed with great speakers from the region.  If you have attended our 
previous workshops, you remember our dynamic and diverse speakers, so we’re excited to present this new 
workshop just for you!  This third workshop will focus on the concept of networking and why it has become so 
important in managing your career.  Topics will include: 

* A general overview of networking 

* Networking for chemists 

* Branding: What is it? 

* Job clubs: How they work 

Lunch will be provided. 

This is a free event, but registration is required so that we have the correct seating and enough food for 
everyone.  Please note:  Registration for this workshop ends at midnight, May 10, 2012 -- please order your 
tickets early! 

La Salle University’s Montgomery County Center is located in Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania, and is 
conveniently located near I-476 (the “Blue Route“” and the “Northeast Extension”) and I-276 (the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike) as well as the Plymouth Meeting Mall and the Metroplex Shopping Center. 

For more information and to register, please visit http://acsphillycareerworkshop3.eventbrite.com/ 

 

the Catalyst 
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HEADS-UP:  ELEC TION 2012

This fall we will hold an elec tronic elec tion again.  Please make sure that your email ad dress is 
up-to-date with ACS National.  Pa per bal lots will be avail able on re quest.  Early this sum mer
we will be send ing out post cards with the de tails to those with no ACS email and those with
bounced email ad dresses.

CA REER SER VICES COM MIT TEE

The Ca reer Ser vices Com mit tee of the ACS Phil a del phia Sec tion is work ing hard to ac tively pro -
mote con nect ing the mem bers of the Sec tion with each other as well as pro vid ing ex cit ing work -
shops to de velop your pro fes sional skills.  Take a look at what’s in store for you in June . . . 

ACS PHIL A DEL PHIA SEC TION SUB UR BAN SUM MER NET WORK ING EVENT

June 19
th

Come and join us as we con tinue our in creas ingly pop u lar se ries of net work ing events around the 
Phil a del phia area!  This event will be held at Houlihan’s on Ger man town Pike in Plym outh Meet -
ing, PA from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM.  Meet other chem ists from the Sec tion and be yond in an in for -
mal and ca sual set ting. You may be sur prised at what you will dis cover and how you can help
oth ers, too. If you would like to reg is ter for this event, please visit:

http://acsphillynetworkingevent3.eventbrite.com

. . . and this is just the be gin ning!  Keep read ing the Cat a lyst, visit the ACS Phil a del phia Sec tion
website, or join the ACS Phil a del phia Sec tion’s group on LinkedIn to find out more about our fu -
ture events.

Phil a del phia Sec tion ACS Group on LinkedIn

As many mem bers of ACS are al ready aware, the website LinkedIn (http://www.linkedin.com)
is an ex cel lent net work ing site ded i cated to keep ing work ing pro fes sion als in touch with one an -
other.  As a re sult, and in an ef fort to as sist in any way that we can, the Phil a del phia Sec tion of
the ACS has es tab lished a group open for all to join.  Within this group, dis cus sions can be fa -
cil i tated as well as the op por tu nity for new jobs and in tern ships to be posted. 
If you al ready have a pro file in LinkedIn, feel free to go to the Groups Sec tion and search for
“Amer i can Chem i cal So ci ety - Phil a del phia Sec tion.”  Send a mes sage to the group ad min is tra -
tor to be come a mem ber.  If you are not al ready on LinkedIn, we highly rec om mend that you
join.  Es tab lish ing an ac count is free and easy to set up.  For ad di tional in for ma tion or as sis -
tance, please feel free to con tact J.P. Northrop, Li ai son Com mit tee, at
john.northrop@anton-paar.com
To join, please click on the fol low ing link: 
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?mostPopular=&gid=3366988

http://acsphillynetworkingevent3.eventbrite.com
http://www.linkedin.com
mailto:john.northrop@anton-paar.com
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?mostPopular=&gid=3366988
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CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS NETWORK & AMERICAN 
INSTITUTE OF CHEMICAL ENGINEERS- DELAWARE VALLEY 

SECTION 
MAY 9, 2012 MEETING 

 
 Visit our website at  www.chemconsultants.org 

 
Date and Time:  Wednesday, May 9th, at the Cynwyd Club, Bala Cynwyd, PA; Networking, 5:30 PM; Dinner, 6:30 PM; 
Talk and Business Session, 7:30 PM. 
 

Space Travel in the 21st Century – Safety Strategies and Direction 
 
Abstract:  Our speaker will address the techniques and efforts that NASA is currently using to ensure safe space travel 
in this century.  An analysis of the Lessons Learned from the Challenger and Columbia Shuttle incidents will also be 
shared, as well as a summary of the current thinking around commercial space travel.  As a member of the NASA 
Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel since 2003, and as a consultant to Columbia Shuttle Accident Investigation Board, our 
speaker will be able to bring some clarity to NASA’s safety efforts, and will tie common elements to issues in the process 
industries. 

Bio:  Deborah L. Grubbe has distinguished herself as an expert in engineering safety.  She completed her bachelor’s 
degree with highest distinction in chemical engineering at Purdue in 1977.  She received a Winston Churchill Fellowship 
to attend the University of Cambridge in England and obtained a certificate of postgraduate study in chemical engineering.  
After Purdue, she joined the DuPont Co. and held progressive assignments over her 27-year tenure with the company.  In 
2005, she accepted an assignment with British Petroleum as vice president for group safety and industrial hygiene.  
Recently, Deb left British Petroleum and started her own consulting firm, Operations & Safety Solutions LLC, to address 
new challenges and effect positive changes within the industry.  With a broad range of experiences, she is a leader in 
safety across many business sectors - chemicals and refining, and gas, solar, aerospace, and renewable energies.  

She was recently appointed 2010 chair of the Institute for Sustainability, a technological community within the American 
Institute of Chemical Engineers.  In addition, she currently serves on the NASA Aerospace Safety Advisory Panel and was 
a consultant to the Columbia Shuttle Accident Investigation Board.  She is a former advisory board member of AIChE’s 
Center for Chemical Process Safety and a director of its management division.  She has received a number of honors and 
awards, including Outstanding Chemical Engineer in 1994 by Purdue’s School of Chemical Engineering and Distinguished 
Engineering Alumna by Purdue’s College of Engineering in 2002.  She also has received the Trailblazer Award from the 
Delaware Alliance of Professional Women.  She was named Engineer of the Year by the state of Delaware in 2002 and, in 
1985, was the first woman and youngest elected member on the State of Delaware Registration Board for Professional 
Engineers.  
 

Reservation:  To make or cancel a dinner reservation, e-mail CCNReservations@aol.com or call the ACS office at 
215-382-1589 (leave message on voicemail if necessary).  Fee, including food and beverages (wine, beer and sodas), is 
$25 by the deadline, Thursday, May 3rd, $35 afterwards.  Late reservations and walk-ins subject to availability.  No-shows 
will be invoiced.  Please advise of any special food requirements.  There is no charge for talk only; registration is 
suggested using contact information above.   

 

 

the Catalyst 
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POSTDOC TO FAC ULTY WORK SHOP

The Postdoc to Fac ulty work shop will be held in Phil a del phia on Au gust 17th and 18th, just prior 
to the Na tional Meet ing. This work shop in tro duces postdocs to the va ri ety and ex pec ta tions of ju -
nior fac ulty at ac a demic in sti tu tions, shares strat e gies for ful fill ing the ac a demic re spon si bil i ties
of schol ar ship, teach ing, and ser vice, and pre pares postdocs for ap ply ing and in ter view ing for
fac ulty po si tions. The ap pli ca tion dead line for this com pet i tive op por tu nity is Mon day, May 14th. 
See www.acs.org/P2F.

If you would like more in for ma tion on this pro gram, please con tact Dr. Corrie Kuniyoshi (cc’d)
or for any other of fer ings from the ACS Grad u ate and Post doc toral Schol ars, please write to
GradEd@acs.org or visit www.acs.org/grad.

Ed gar Fahs Smith Lec ture
March 15, 2012 

Dr. Wil liam Miller (cen ter) re ceiv ing the Ed gar Fahs Smith scroll from Dr. Mar sha Lester, Chem is try De part ment

of the Uni ver sity of Penn syl va nia, and Dr. Rick Ew ing, Chair of the Phil a del phia Sec tion. 

http://www.acs.org/P2F
mailto:c_kuniyoshi@acs.org?subject=Question regarding AEI or P2F workshop
mailto:GradEd@acs.org
http://www.acs.org/grad
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May His tor i cal Events In Chem is try

by Leopold May

May 2, 1912 One hun dred years ago on this date, BF Good rich Co was incorpoated. 

May 3, 1892 Sev enty-five years ago, George Paget Thomson’s re search on elec trons in
films and nu clear re ac tions shared the No bel Prize in Phys ics with Clinton
Jo seph Davisson for their ex per i men tal dis cov ery of the dif frac tion of elec -
trons by crys tals.  He was born on this date.

May 6, 1871 One hun dred ago, F. Vic tor Grig nard shared the No bel Prize in Chem is try
for the dis cov ery of the so-called Grig nard re agent, which in re cent years has 
greatly ad vanced the prog ress of or ganic chem is try. He de vel oped the mag ne -
sium re agent used in or ganic chem is try and was born on this date. The prize
was shared with Paul Sabatier who re ceived it for his method of  hy dro ge nat -
ing or ganic com pounds in the pres ence of finely dis in te grated met als
whereby the prog ress of or ganic chem is try has been greatly ad vanced in re -
cent years. 

May 7, 1939 Sid ney Altman, who proved that ri bo nu cleic acid (RNA) can act as a cat a lyst 
in the cell, was born on this date. He shared the No bel Prize with Thomas R.
Cech in 1989 for their dis cov ery of cat a lytic prop er ties of RNA. 

May 8, 1873 Nevil V. Sidgwick, who was born on this date, was a re searcher on mo lec u -
lar struc ture and the ory of va lency. He did re search in bond ing in co or di na -
tion com pounds and in ves ti gated phase equi lib ria and the sol u bil ity of
or ganic ac ids and bases.

May 11, 1904 Don ald F. Othmer was a chem i cal en gi neer who de vel oped the Othmer still
and was born on this date.  He was co-founder and ed i tor of the Kirk-Othmer 
En cy clo pe dia of Chem i cal Tech nol ogy.

May 16, 1950 Ttwenty-five years ago, J. Georg Bednorz shared the No bel Prize in Phys ics
with K. Al ex an der Müller for their im por tant break through in the dis cov ery
of su per con duc tiv ity in ce ramic ma te ri als.  He was born on this date.

May 18, 1778 An drew Ure, first to de scribe chem i cal so lu tions in terms of chem i cal equiv -
a lents, i.e., nor mal ity, was born on this date.  

May 19, 1914 Fifty years ago, Max F. Perutz shared the No bel Prize in Chem is try in 1962
with John C. Kendrew for stud ies of the struc ture of glob u lar pro teins. He
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stud ied struc ture of hemoproteins us ing x-ray dif frac tion and was born on
this date.

May 20, 1890 Fran cis O. Rice, a re searcher in free rad i cals, was born on this date. He
served as Head of the Chem is try De part ment at The Cath o lic Uni ver sity of
Amer ica from 1938 to 1959. 

May 22, 1912 One hun dred years ago, Her bert C. Brown was born on this date. He was a
re searcher in organoboron and carbocation chem is try and shared the No bel
Prize in Chem is try in 1979 with Georg Wittig for their de vel op ment of the
use of bo ron- and phos pho rus-con tain ing com pounds, re spec tively, into im -
por tant re agents in or ganic syn the sis. 

May 24, 1640 John Mayow dis cov ered that air con tained two gases, one of which sup -
ported life and com bus tion, spir i tus ni tro-aerous (ox y gen). He rec og nized the
role of ox y gen in the com bus tion of met als and re corded a cor rect an a tom i -
cal   de scrip tion of res pi ra tion and was born on this date.

May 28, 1887 One hun dred and twenty-five years ago, Kasmir Fajans was born on this
date.  He es tab lished the ra dio ac tive dis place ment law and ini ti ated the con -
cept of heat of hydration of gas eous ions.

May 29, 1794 Antoine A. B. Bussy, who iso lated mag ne sium in 1828, was born on this
day.

May 30, 1912 One hun dred years ago, Jul ius Axelrod was born on this date. He was a re -
searcher on cate chol amines.  He shared the No bel Prize in Med i cine or
Phys i ol ogy in 1970 with B. Katz and U. Von Eu ler for dis cov er ies con cern -
ing humoral trans mit ters in the nerve ter mi nals and the mech a nism for their
stor age, re lease and in ac ti va tion.

AU GUST NA TIONAL MEET ING

As many of you al ready know, the Fall Na tional Meet ing of the ACS will
be held in Phil a del phia this Au gust 19-23.  The Sec tion will need vol un teers 
to help out with this event, par tic u larly to staff the hos pi tal ity booth.  Please 
send an email to PhilaACS@aol.com or call the Sec tion Of fice at (215)
382-1589 if you would like to par tic i pate.
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ACS Webinars™ 
CLICK * WATCH * LEARN * DISCUSS 

Learn more and register at www.acswebinars.org  
Featured Events – May 2012 (page 1) 

 
 

Fireside Chat with Entrepreneurs – The Challenges of Scaling a Global Biomaterials Supply 
Chain 
Thursday, May 3, 2012 | 2pm‐3pm EST  

The market and need for biobased materials for everything from 
chemical feedstock to full composite reinforcement material is 
growing every day! How is this supply chain defined? What are the 
forces governing it? And what are the challenges facing those 
technologies that need to scale using biobased materials? 
Speakers:  Sharon Feng, Bayer Material Science and Blake Mosher, 
Natural Composites, Inc. 
 

                                     
                                                    

Building an Innovative Research Culture: A Case Study of DNA Sequencing 

Thursday, May 10, 2012 | 2pm‐3pm EST  
Building an innovative research culture is a big challenge for any R&D organization. 
Entire volumes on innovative models, practices and cultures have been published. But 
do they work in practice? George Trainor will give us his first‐hand account of how an 
innovative culture led to the discovery of one of the most valuable synthetic organic 
compounds ever –fluorescence‐tagged chain terminators for use in automated DNA 
sequencing. Glean insights to foster an innovative culture in your own research and 
laboratory. No experience or magic required! 
Speaker: George Trainor, 2011 Awardee, ACS Heroes of Chemistry 

 
 
 

 
From Cocoa Buds to Taste buds – The Chocolate Process and Sensory Experience 
Thursday, May 17, 2012 | 2pm‐3pm EST  

 Chocolate began some 2,000 years ago.  It’s been the gift of gods and the gift of love. It 
is a cherished comfort food, an aphrodisiac, appetite suppressor, and even a health 
remedy.  So what is the attraction? 
Speaker:  Greg Ziegler 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
                                                               
 
 

ACS Webinars™ 
CLICK * WATCH * LEARN * DISCUSS 

Learn more and register at www.acswebinars.org  
Featured Events – May 2012 (page 2) 

 

 
Creating Successful Research Proposals: Tips from the Trenches 
Thursday, May 24, 2012 | 2pm‐3pm EST  

Second to research, writing proposals is the scientists’ life’s blood. Yet, many scientists are 
not trained in the art of grant writing and what various agencies and programs look for. It 
is time to improve your odds – you too can create standout proposals, communicate your 
ideas more clearly and effectively and win that major grant!  
Speaker:  Celia Elliott, University of Illinois at Urbana‐Champaign  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Pigments, Dyes and Chemical Fingerprints in Art Conservation 
Thursday, May 31, 2012 | 2pm‐3pm EST  

 Is that painting in your attic an original Old Masters print? Is your grandmother’s stained 
glass really 800 years old (Hint: metal nanoparticles)? Using modern instruments, a 
conservation scientist can identify the chemical make‐up of pigment from just a single 
microscopic particle of the colorant. While chemistry cannot appraise the value of your art, it 
can help confirm if the item you have is historic (or a fake). Kristin Wustholz of the College of 
William and Mary will share analytical methods that are applied to art conservation.  Do you 
have a piece for the Antiques Roadshow?  

 
             Speaker:  Kristin Wustholz, College of William and Mary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fine Print 
ACS Webinars™ does not endorse any products or services. The views expressed in this presentation are those of the presenters 

and do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the American Chemical Society. 
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Ad ver tis ing: Vince Gale, MBO Ser -

vices, P.O. Box 1150, Marshfield,

MA  02050; phone: (781) 837-0424

email: vincegale@mboservices.net

AD VER TIS ING IN DEX

ACS 89, 103

Huffman Lab o ra to ries 103

Mass-Vac, Inc. 88

Mi cron Inc. 103

NuMega Res o nance Labs, Inc. 103

Rob ert son Microlit Labs 103

Vacuubrand 103

DI REC TORY OF SER VICES

VOL UN TEER
Com mit tees seek ing team mem bers
ü Ca reer Ser vices

ü Chem i cal Health & Safety

ü Di ver sity

ü In dus trial Re la tions

ü Leg is la tive Li ai son

üMem ber ship

ü Plan ning

ü Pub lic Re la tions

ü So cial

ü Stu dent Af fil i ate Men tor

ü Awards

ü Con tin u ing Ed u ca tion

ü Na tional Chem is try Week

ü Pro gram

ü Com mu ni ca tions

ü Tell ers

üWeb Page

ü Youn ger Chem ists

üWomen Chem ists

Con tact the Sec tion Of fice at
PhilaACS@aol.com or

(215) 382-1589

Put "Vol un teer" in the sub ject line
or leave a mes sage in clud ing con -
tact in for ma tion.
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PHILADELPHIA SECTION, ACS 

2012 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Date Event Locations 
Tuesday, May 8 Chrormatography Forum of the Delaware Valley: Maxim 

Berezovski, University of Ottawa:  Capillary 
Electrophoresis for the Quantitation of Viruses, 
microRNAs and Affinitv Interactions 

Christiana Hilton 
Newark, DE 
http://www.cfdv.org/  

Wednesday, May 9 Chemical Consultants Network joint with American 
Institute of Chemical Engineers:  Deborah L. Grubbe:  
Space Travel in the 21st Century – Safety Strategies and 
Direction 

The Cynwyd Club 
Bala Cynwyd, PA 
www.chemconsultants.org  
or http://aiche-philadelphia.org/  

Thursday, May 10 Joseph Priestley Society, Ralph Connor Memorial 
Lecture:  Steven Deutsch, Rhodia Rare Earth Systems:  
Rare Earths:  How to Navigate the Rough Seas 

12 Noon, Chemical Heritage Foundation 
Philadelphia, PA 
www.chemheritage.org  

Monday, May 14 Delaware Valley Mass Spectroscopy Discussion Group:  
Gary Glish, University of North Carolina:  The New 
Tandem MS:  Ion Mobility Spectrometry/Mass 
Spectrometry 

Villanova conference Center 
Villanova, PA 
http://science.widener.edu/svb/msdg/  

Thursday, May 17 Career Services Committee:  
Networking Workshop 

La Salle University Montgomery County Center 
Plymouth Meeting, PA 
http://acsphillycareerworkshop3.eventbrite.com  

Thursday, May 17 Teaching Awards to Dr. Scott Best, Conestoga High 
School and Dr. Linda Mascavage, Arcadia University 

The Desmond Hotel 
Malvern, PA 
http://www.desmondgv.com/  

Wednesday, May 3 Catherine Jackson, 2011-2012 Gordon Cain Fellow, 
Chemical Heritage Foundation:  Beyond Genius, Before 
Theory: Recovering the Lost World of Practice in 19th 
Century Chemistry 

Chemical Heritage Foundation 
Philadelphia, PA 
http://www.chemheritage.org/visit/events/public-events/2012-
05-23-fellow-in-focus.aspx  

Thursday, May 24 Philadelphia Organic Chemists Club:  Sarah E. Reisman, 
California Institute of Technology:  New Methods and 
Strategies for the Total Synthesis of Polycyclic Natuarl 
Products 

University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia 
http://www.pocclub.org/  

Thursday, June 21 Fifty-Year Luncheon TBA 

 
 

43rd MARM 
Chemistry on the Chesapeake 

May 31 – June 2, 2012 
University of Maryland, Baltimore 

 
ACS Fall National Meeting 

August 19-23, 2012 
Philadelphia, PA 
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