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Graham Dobereiner 

This month, Dr. Squire J. Booker gave the 2023 Edgar Fahs Smith 

lecture at the University of Pennsylvania. In his lecture, Dr. Booker 

spoke of his group’s recent discovery of an astonishing C-C bond 

forming reaction promoted by a radical S-adenosylmethionine 

(SAM) archaean enzyme. His outstanding scholarship and interdis-

ciplinary approach made Dr. Booker a perfect choice for this year’s 

Edgar Fahs Smith lecture. Thanks to the UPenn Dept. of Chemistry 

for both hosting and broadcasting this event, and to Chair-elect Matt 

Irwin for his help planning it. 

I want to highlight that Dr. Booker’s lecture was attended both in-person and virtually. Part of 

the Section’s Strategic Plan is focused on making our events more accessible and inclusive to 

all. In the spirit of this effort, we aim to make all presentations and lectures available virtually to 

Section members. If you are interested in getting involved in working to make our Section more 

accessible and inclusive, please let me know: PhilaACS@gmail.com. 

The April presentation of our Scholastic Achievement Awards and Awards for Excellence in 

Pre-College Teaching and Undergraduate Teaching are now just days away. We are excited to 

congratulate our winners at Arcadia on April 20th. If you would like to attend, details can be 

found later in this issue of the Catalyst. 

Thanks to all of you for your support of the Section.  

 

NEWS ATOMS—Alan Warren 
One of the ACS’s Women Chemists Committee’s 2023 Rising Star awardees is Louise 

Charkoudian, associate professor of chemistry at Haverford College. 

DEATHS 

H. Jay Surrena, Jr., retired chemical engineer, February 24, 2023 at 87. After a 40-year career 

with Sun Oil he retired as vice president of Crude Oil Acquisitions for Sun International, Ltd. 

Note: News Atoms seeks to report new hires, significant promotions, honors and awards, and 

those who have recently passed away from the field of chemistry in the greater Philadelphia ar-

ea. If you have a news item for this column, send it by email to PhilaACS@gmail.com or by 

mail to the Philadelphia Section. 
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https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/meeting/register/tZEkce6urTgqGdwsNIaLSUOwH5YoR2ovE8JI
mailto:dob@temple.edu
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OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER 

Younger Chemists Committee Program and Event Planning Volunteers: The Younger Chemists 

Committee (YCC) is a committee of the Philadelphia Local Section focusing on the needs of 

undergraduate, graduate, postdoc, and early career chemists under 35 years old. The committee 

is looking for volunteers to help with program planning for the annual poster session to be held 

this Fall. Many hands make light work, so several volunteers are needed in this capacity! This is 

an excellent opportunity for students and early career chemists to assume leadership roles and 

network with likeminded scientists within the ACS community. The estimated time commit-

ment would be less than 1 hour per week. 

Contact Isabella Goodenough for more details at: igoodenough.acs@gmail.com   

 

 

 

 

 

ACS CAREER CONSULTANTS 

Would you like to speak to a local ACS Career Consultant? The 
Philadelphia Section career consultants can provide one-on-one 
career advice, resume reviews, or mock interviews. Please send 
an email request to acsphillycareerservices@gmail.com to set up 
an appointment. 

 

mailto:igoodenough.acs@gmail.com
mailto:acsphillycareerservices@gmail.com
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747th ACS Philadelphia Section Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, February 9, 2023 

Teleconference Meeting 
                   

Present:  Catherine Bentzley, Amy Brown, Michael Castaldi, David J. Cichowicz, Melissa Cichowicz, Deborah H. Cook, Judith Currano, 
Anne DeMasi, Graham Dobereiner, Wei Gao, Isabella Goodenough, Sharon Haynie, Matthew Irwin, Christine McInnis, Sr. Rose Mulli-
gan, James K. Murray, Ann Rowley, David Salas-de la Cruz, Ivona Sasimovich, Kathleen Shaginaw, Victor Tortorelli, Ann Valentine, 
and Wei Wang  

Excused:  Rick Ewing, Christie McInnis 

The 747th Board Meeting of the Philadelphia Section, ACS, was called to order at 7:00 PM and Graham read the ACS Code of Con-
duct. 

I. Roll Call 
Roll was taken, a quorum was present, and the meeting began.  

 
II. Approval of Meeting Minutes 

The January 12, 2023, 746th BoD meeting minutes were approved with amendments.  
 

III. Officers’ Reports: 
a. Chair – Graham Dobereiner 

• January Section Meeting 
o 20 attendees, 34 registered 
o Project SEED proposal, 10 mentors to host 14 students 
o A few panel attendees expressed an interest in participating in the future.  
o Considering a second event in Dec. 2023 to get more mentors. This gives potential mentors more 

time before the Feb. proposal due date.  

• February Section Meeting 
o Feb. 16, 2023, Virtual Seminar, 7:00 PM 
o Prof. Stefan Kilyanek, University of Arkansas 
o Registration information has been published.  

• March Section Meeting 
o 87th Edgar Fahs Smith Memorial Lecture 
o Thursday, March 16, 2023, 6:00 PM 
o University of Penn. Carolyn Hoff Lynch Lecture Hall, Dept. of Chemistry, 34th and Spruce Sts. Phila.  
o Squire J. Booker, A Radical Solution for C(sp3)-C(sp3) Bond Formation during the Biosynthesis of Mac-

rocyclic Membrane Lipids 
o Graham checked about this being live streamed. Organizers at Penn are waiting for permission for 

this.  
▪ Reminder to have a person being attentive to the live stream to make sure technology is 

working, and to follow the chat.  
o A dinner option will be available after this event. A ticket option will be posted on Eventbrite. 
o A brochure is created for attendees that gives historical perspective of this lecture and lists previous 

awardees.  
▪ Ivona will help with this.  
▪ Graham will first check to see if Penn does something in-house.  

o Ivona will call Joel to see if he can attend to take photos. 
o Graham will coordinate with Chris at Penn to sign the scroll.  
o Graham will prepare some words of welcome at the lecture. At the conclusion, he will present the 

speaker with the scroll and the honorarium.  
 

b. Immediate Past Chair—Ivona Sasimovich 

• Philadelphia Local Section (LS) Strategic Planning Retreat Team 
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o Phila LS All-Member Survey 
▪ Launched Dec. 21, 2022, closed Jan. 19, 2023 
▪ Sent to 2793 Phila LS members via email 
▪ 111 responses – 109 completes, 2 partials 
▪ Response rate 3.9% and margin of error +9%. 
▪ Pre-work completed by 15 members.  

o Generated a Philadelphia LS Strategic Plan which includes a  
▪ Vision  
▪ Mission  
▪ Goals & Strategies – Three goals and strategies to achieve these goals were present.  
▪ This was introduced to the BoD for review.  

o An opportunity map for the Philadelphia LS was developed. The hoped for impact of the goals was 
outlined.  

o Strategic Plan (SP) Champions were named. These members will help to implement the strategies for 
each of three goals with members input, investment, work.  

o Next Steps 
▪ Any comments, concerns, suggestions please email Ivona by March 1, 2023 
▪ Volunteers email Ivona anytime.  
▪ March 9, 2023, Board votes on the final plan. 
▪ Implementation begins after March 9th.  
▪ Quarterly meeting for SP Champions – Facilitators very pleased with goals and plan to attend 

the September meeting.  
▪ Expectation that takes about 1.5 years to get all up and running.  
▪ Anne, as Chair of Council Affairs will give final approval.  

• Participants very grateful to Ivona for her perseverance in organizing this. Kudos given to Ivona, Graham, 
Christie, and Matt for their planning and work. All felt the planning retreat was very fruitful and well orga-
nized. Grateful also to the ACS Facilitators.  

• Ivona will report at next meeting about LS ACS seal.  

• Annual report completed as much as possible. Ivona just completed gathering information from topical 
groups. Please send any other information of events to Ivona.  

• Ivona submitted five Chem Luminary nominations. If any have any please contact her.  
 

c.  Chair-Elect  - Matthew Irwin 

• Planning for teaching awards. Early next week the committee will have a meeting. 

• Received a nomination for a high school awardee and full packet received. Deadline is February 15th.  

• Achievement awards being written up and pursued.  

• Edgar Fahs Smith Lecture spoken about above.  
 

d. Secretary – Sister Rose Mulligan 

• No report.  
 

e. Treasurer – Wei Wang 

• Sent the Treasurer’s report for BoD to review.  

• The report was unanimously accepted with one abstention 

• Year-end summary comes from Edward Jones very close to the date that summary is due to ACS National. If it 
is too close, Wei will ask for an extension to submit the report to ACS National. 
 

f. Chair of Council Affairs – Anne DeMasi 

• Councilors will be attending the Spring 2023 ACS National Meeting, Crossroads of Chemistry, Indianapolis, 
March 26-30. 

o One councilor virtually, one councilor alternate.  

• Feb. 15, agenda expected to be sent.  

• Feb. 23, Councilors will meet to review the agenda.  
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IV. Committee Reports 

a. Career Services – Jim Murray 

• Career Fairs – Temple College of Science and Technology, Feb. 10 

• Overall, reconnecting with people who had questions about ACS Careers Services and outreach. Gathering list 
of questions and concerns.  

V. Other Business  -  
a. Chem Wars – Catherine Bentzley 

• April 22, Saturday, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM, University City Campus of St. Joseph’s University 

• Target audience - college students 

• Received ACS Innovative Project Grant (IPG) 

• For Catalyst, Deadline Feb. 15, sent to Robin Davis and Marge Matthews 

• Flyer will be sent out to department chairs, and Robert, our LS administrative assistant. Will check if he can 
send out information. 

• Isabella Goodenough will send info. to the YCC distribution list.  

• Isabella will help coordinate getting chemists to speak with the students. Wei Gao will help to get some indus-
trial chemists to interact with students.  

• Jim Murray will also be present representing Career Services. 

• Ivona will invite Joel, the photographer. They will request that he come for about a half hour, pre- or post- 
lunch to get group picture and other pictures.  

• For payment, submit receipts to Wei for reimbursement. Catherine and Wei will work out specifics.  

• For insurance, Catherine will follow-up with Kathy about filing the paperwork from the ACS.  

• Many fun activities are planned by the students.  

• For next year, the group will look at possibly inviting high school students for broader exposure to invite young 
people to consider going into chemistry.  

• Will be part of Earth Day / Earth Week events. For next year, the group will also check with Franklin Institute 
to ensure there is no overlap of events.  

 
 
Next meeting, Thursday, March 9, 2023    
The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 PM. 
Sister Rose B. Mulligan, IHM 
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