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 Dear Members and Friends of the Philadelphia Local Section, 

October is upon us, and we’re excited to share the latest updates and 
upcoming events for our community. We hope this fall continues to 
bring fresh opportunities for growth and collaboration, and we are 

eager to keep you involved in what’s ahead. 

First, a reminder about our upcoming Undergraduate Students’ Tour at the Science History 
Institute on Saturday, October 19th. This event is specifically designed for undergraduate students 
to explore the history of the chemical sciences and engage with professionals from our Section. 
Participants will enjoy a guided museum tour, small group discussions over lunch, and an optional 
walking tour of Philadelphia with Professor Castaldi. We encourage you to spread the word to 
any students or institutions who might benefit from this enriching experience. RSVPs can be sent 
to Prof. Michael Castaldi at castaldimj@gmail.com. 

We are also looking forward to celebrating the Philadelphia Section Award on October 30th.  This 
year, we are pleased to recognize Prof. Ronald M. Levy, Laura H. Carnell Professor of Biophysics 
and Computational Biology, for his significant contributions to the field. The event will be held 
at the Science Education and Research Center (SERC) on Temple University’s campus in 
Philadelphia. The evening will feature a reception at 6:00 PM, followed by a lecture at 7:00 PM. 
The reception and lecture are free and open to the public, and those interested can join us for an 
optional dinner with Prof. Levy afterward. More details, including how to purchase a ticket for 
the optional dinner, can be found on our website. 

Lastly, we are thrilled to highlight the upcoming Ullyot Lecture, which will take place on 
November 14th at the Science History Institute. This year’s lecture will feature Professor Omar 
Yaghi, a pioneer in reticular chemistry, who will discuss his groundbreaking work on metal-
organic frameworks (MOFs) and their applications in carbon capture, water harvesting, and 
energy transformation. Admission is free, but space is limited, so please reserve your ticket soon 
to secure your spot. To RSVP and learn more, visit https://bit.ly3ZSVhWt. 

Thank you for your continued support and dedication to the Philadelphia Local Section. We look 
forward to seeing you at these upcoming events and continuing our shared journey in the chemical 
sciences. 

Warm regards, 

Dr. Matthew Irwin   

Chair, ACS Philadelphia Local Section 

  

Comments 
From  
the  
Chair 
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NEWS ATOMS—Alan Warren 
DEATHS 

William David Williams, retired industrial chemist, July 3, 2023 at 83. He was employed by 

several industrial firms during his career. 

Edward William Kaiser, Jr., retired research chemist, October 6, 2023. He was engaged in re-

search at Ford Motor Company for 30 years and authored or coauthored over 100 technical arti-

cles. 

Edward N. Kresge, retired polymer chemist, October 30, 2023 at 88. He enjoyed a 32-year career 

with Exxon in automotive research. Kresge received the American Chemical Society’s Goodyear 

Medal, and the ACS Detroit Section’s Midgeley award. He spent 12 years on the ACS Committee 

on Professional Training. He held more than 50 patents and wrote numerous technical papers and 

gave lectures on polymer chemistry. 

Sydney Fleming, research chemist, March 1, 2024 at 99. He spent his 41-year career at DuPont’s 

Experimental Station where he retired in 1994 as senior research fellow. 

Robert W. Herion, Jr., retired engineer, May 17th at 99. He was vice president of engineering at 

Wyeth Laboratories. He also operated his own laboratory at home and provided community ser-

vices for wastewater treatment. 

Charles Francis Kuhlman, retired chemist, May 23rd at 81. He spent his 40+ year career with 

Wyeth, principally in the field of infant formulas and nutrition. 

Thomas Edward Meteyer, retired organic chemistry research scientist, June 24th at 78. He spent 

two years in Brazil where he established a graduate chemistry program and taught chemistry at 

the University of São Paulo. He returned home and was employed in research for Rohm and Haas. 

Ingeborg Schuster, organic chemistry professor, June 28th at 86. Born in Germany, she was ed-

ucated in the United States. She spent 39 years on the faculty of Penn State’s Ogontz (now Abing-

ton) campus. Schuster was a 60-year member of ACS. 

Hazel Zief, retired chemistry teacher, July 28th at 102. She taught high school and college chem-

istry. 

  ACS CAREER CONSULTANTS 

Would you like to speak to a local ACS Career Consultant? The 
Philadelphia Section career consultants can provide one-on-one 
career advice, resume reviews, or mock interviews. Please send 
an email request to acsphillycareerservices@gmail.com to set up 
an appointment. 

 

mailto:acsphillycareerservices@gmail.com
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https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/j/86436282837?pwd=STIwTy9paENWS1Myd2ZXQk4wSHVidz09
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Philadelphia Section Women Chemists Committee 

The Philadelphia Section Women Chemists Committee (WCC) is seeking a highly motivated 
chemist or pair of chemists to serve as its chair(s). The main activities of the WCC have been the 
semi-annual Philadelphia Area Girls Enjoying Science (PAGESTM) programs, which have had 
only one session since the pandemic. The chair will work with PAGESTM’s point of contact, 
Gwenny Go, to rebuild the program. We anticipate making a comeback in Fall 2025. Other ac-
tivities to engage local WCC members are most welcome. For those who are interested, please 
contact Kathy Shaginaw at katshaginaw@gmail.com or Gwenny Go at gwenny.go@gmail.com. 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER 

Younger Chemists Committee Program and Event Planning Volunteers: The Younger Chemists 
Committee (YCC) is a committee of the Philadelphia Local Section focusing on the needs of un-
dergraduate, graduate, post doc, and early career chemists under 35 years old. The committee is 
looking for volunteers to help with program planning this year! This is an excellent opportunity 
for students and early career chemists to assume leadership roles and network with likeminded 
scientists within the ACS community. The estimated time commitment would be less than 1 hour 
per week. 

All interested individuals can reach out to Isaac Choi at: 

yongsuk.isaac@temple.edu   
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