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Dear Fellow Members, 

October is a special month for chemistry outreach, and the Section 
kicked off National Chemistry Week with a hands-on event. On Oc-
tober 18th, the first day of NCW, Rob Dyer, Isabella Goodenough, and 

I hosted a table at FrightNite at the Franklin Institute. Our demonstration reflected this year’s 
NCW theme, Chemistry Under Construction. 

We combined sodium alginate with natural dyes and tested whether the dyes fluoresced under 
UV light. Sodium alginate is best known in the culinary industry as a food stabilizer and thickener, 
but it also has a wide range of uses across many other industries. It was a fun way to show visitors 
that the materials we build with, and the chemistry that holds them together, are not always where 
you expect to find them. 

It was a pleasure to talk with so many attendees and explain the chemistry behind what they were 
seeing. One moment stood out: several grade school science teachers stopped by and asked how 
they could bring the experiment into their own classrooms. Inspiring educators, who in turn reach 
many students, is exactly what our outreach efforts are about. Thank you to Rob and Isabella for 
volunteering their time and expertise. 

As my year as Chair comes to a close, I look forward to this year’s election results, and I thank 
everyone who took part in shaping the direction of the Section. I am also delighted that our Chair-
Elect, Greglynn Gibbs, will soon take the helm. I have full confidence in her abilities and her 
dedication to the ACS, and I know she will lead the Section effectively. Through many conversa-
tions and meetings, she has shared her passion for science outreach and for advancing the Section. 

There is still some time left in my term, and I plan to serve it to the best of my abilities. I hope to 
see many of you at the upcoming Ullyot Lecture and the Philadelphia Section Award Lecture. 

Warm regards, 

Andrew Devany 
Chair, ACS Philadelphia Section 

 

NEWS ATOMS—Alan Warren 
Deaths 

Guy Dominic Diana, retired medicinal chemist, February 15, 2026 at 90. From 1970 to 1996 he 
worked for Sterling Drug, Inc., Sterling Research Group, and Sterling Winthrop, Inc., then briefly 
with Sanofi S.A., and from 1999 to 2001 with Viropharma. 

Comments 
From  
the  
Chair 
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Robert L. Albright, retired polymer chemist, March 2nd at 95. He served as senior research sci-
entist and senior research fellow at Rohm and Haas for 36 years. He then started his own consult-
ing business in 1994 in the fields of separation science and polymer design and maintained a 
research laboratory at Lehigh University. 

 
ACS Creates Six New Policy Fellowships 

ACS is expanding its Public Policy Fellowships Program with six new fellowship positions, 
creating additional opportunities for scientists to engage in federal policymaking. 
Applications open on Monday, November 16. 
 

Make science matter where decisions are made. Become a fellow to share your scientific expertise 
with lawmakers, inform US science policy, and address today’s most critical challenges. 

 

Application Window: November 16, 2026 – January 5, 2027 
 

An Increased Investment in Scientific Leadership 
 

To ensure scientific voices are heard when decisions are made, ACS is significantly expanding 
its Public Policy Fellowships program. Through new partner organizations, two new program 
tracks, and an increased cohort size, we are creating critical career and fellowship opportunities 
for scientists at a time when science policy expertise is needed more than ever. 

Become a Member 
 

 

WCC Celebrates 100 Years! 
The ACS Women Chemists Committee will celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2027! 

As part of the festivities, the Women Chemists Committee is going to share stories of how WCC 
programs (awards, networking, technical programming, etc.) have impacted scientists. Share your 
story (no more than 300 words) at https://lnkd.in/gXWywG5e. 

 

https://lnkd.in/gXWywG5e
https://www.acs.org/policy/policyfellowships.html?elqE=18972&elqC=10789
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https://american-chemical-society.zoom.com/meeting/register/GLqCGwh5QTO1B1FqpPrBYQ
mailto:andrewpdevany@gmail.com
mailto:PhilaACS@gmail.com
mailto:mtirwin.acs@gmail.com
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-ullyo-public-affairs-lecture-and-award-ben-feringa-registration-1981955545389
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Bringing Chemists Together: Students, Mentors & Opportunities 
On Saturday, October 3, 2026, chemistry students from Thomas Jefferson University and Saint 
Peter’s University spent the day in Philadelphia visiting the Science History Institute and talking 
with faculty and ACS members about graduate school and careers in chemistry. The program ran 
from 11:00 AM to approximately 4:30 PM. 
Funding for the program came from a grant from the National ACS Senior Chemists Committee, 
with support from the Philadelphia Section, the Senior Chemists, ACS Career Consultants, and 
the chemistry faculty from Thomas Jefferson University. 
The program was recognized nationally by the American Chemical Society with an ACS Chem-
Luminary Award in 2023. The ChemLuminary Awards recognize outstanding work by ACS local 
sections, technical divisions, and other ACS groups and committees. Receiving the award brought 
national recognition to the Philadelphia Section and to this program for its work bringing students, 
younger chemists, senior chemists, faculty, and ACS members together. 
The program was hosted by Dr. John Milligan and Prof. Michael Castaldi of Thomas Jefferson 
University, Dr. James Murray, and Mr. Joseph Martino of Immaculata University as well as Dr. 
Wei Gao from Merk. Prof. Castaldi, Dr. Murray and Mr. Martino are all members of both the 
local and national career consultants. 
Students from Saint Peter’s University were a targeted group as Saint Peter’s is an urban univer-
sity with many first-generation college students. One of the goals of the program was to give 
these students an opportunity to meet faculty and practicing chemists and ask questions about 
graduate school and possible careers. 
The students arrived at the Science History Institute in Philadelphia between 11:00 and 11:30 AM 
and were then given a tour hosted by the faculty. The Institute is devoted to preserving and ex-
plaining the history of chemistry and the chemical sciences. Its exhibits include scientific instru-
ments, laboratory equipment, photographs, documents, and other objects that show how chemis-
try has developed and how discoveries in chemistry have affected everyday life. 
For chemistry students, the museum provided an opportunity to see some of the instruments and 
techniques they learn about in the classroom in a historical setting. The tour also showed how 
laboratory equipment has changed over time and how advances in instrumentation have changed 
the way chemists work. Students were able to connect what they are studying today with the work 
of earlier generations of scientists. 
At 1:00 PM, the group walked to the Thomas Jefferson University Alumni Center. Pizza and soda 
were provided, and from 1:30 to 3:00 PM the students talked in small groups with faculty, senior 
chemists, and career consultants. Much of the discussion centered on graduate school, applying 
to graduate programs, and career choices.  The day was concluded with a walking tour of the old 
city. 
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The comments we received from Saint Peter’s students showed that these discussions were espe-
cially useful. One student who hopes to pursue a PhD in chemistry wrote “The museum tour was 
very interesting, and I learned a lot about the history of chemistry and how the field has evolved 
over time.” The student also said that Dr. Murray’s discussion of graduate school and the appli-
cation process gave them “a better idea of what to expect and how to plan for my future.” 
Another student enjoyed seeing how instruments used in chemistry and biology have changed 
over time but said that meeting and talking with the professors was one of the best parts of the 
trip. The student described talking with a graduate school advisor as a “steppingstone” that helped 
in thinking about what to do in the future. 
Some of the group then left for a walking tour of historic Philadelphia, including Independence 
Hall and the Liberty Bell. The tour ended at about 4:30 PM. One student said it was “a fun way 
to learn more about Philadelphia’s history while spending time with other chemistry students.” 
The program also provided another way for the smaller committees and groups within the local 
ACS Section to work together. It brought younger chemists and senior chemists together in an 
informal setting, giving younger members and students a chance to learn from the experience of 
senior chemists while giving senior members an opportunity to stay involved with the next gen-
eration. Programs like this can help strengthen connections among the different groups within a 
local section. 
The day gave the students a chance to learn about the history of chemistry, see how the tools of 
chemistry have developed, meet students from another university, and talk directly with people 
who could answer their questions about graduate school and careers. We thank the National ACS 
Senior Chemists Committee and everyone who participated for making the program possible.  We 
are planning for the same trip again in the fall or 2027. 

 

 

Update: ACS Mid-Atlantic Regional Meetings 

The 2027 meeting will be a “mini-MARM,” on May 22nd, hosted by the South Jersey Section, 
venue TBA. There will be an awards event, and an undergrad student poster session is planned. 
The Chair is Prof. G. Caputo: caputo@rowan.edu 

The 2028 MARM will be hosted by Howard University, in DC: June 8–10. The meeting Chair is 
Prof. W. Farrell: wfarrell@usna.edu 

Our Philadelphia Section is seeking volunteers and a location for the 2029 MARM. If you can 
assist, please contact Prof. D. Salas-de la Cruz: david.salas@rutgers.edu. 
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Renew your ACS Membership. Save 20% and Get Involved! 
 

The Philadelphia Local Section is participating in a membership recruitment campaign that runs from September 9, 
2026, through December 11, 2026. We are pleased to partner with ACS to offer you a 20% discount on your upcom-
ing ACS Membership renewal. This discount may be applied to the Standard or Premium package and must be used 
by December 11, 2026. 

Here is how to redeem your discount: 
 

1. Visit https://membership.join.acs.org 
2. You will be prompted to log in using your ACS ID (username/password). If you don’t have one or forget your 

login, click the appropriate link on the login page 
3. On the Review step of the application, enter the following code to apply the discount to your ACS dues: 

CGW20 

We hope you will take advantage of this discounted membership offer and hope to see you at one of our upcoming 
meetings and networking events. For more information about upcoming activities our Local Section is hosting, re-
view our website https://phillyacs.org/. Please contact us if you have any questions or wish to get involved in our 
Local Section. 

https://www.acs.org/membership.html
https://membership.join.acs.org/
https://phillyacs.org/
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News from National (new and updated items at top) 

New Scholarship Honors Kathleen Thrush Shaginaw’s Legacy 
A Project SEED Scholarship has been established in memory of 46-year ACS member Kathleen Thrush 
Shaginaw by her husband, Richard Shaginaw. Kathleen, who passed away in 2025, was a Councilor for 
the Philadelphia Section and served on the Local Section Activities and Public Relations and Communica-
tions Committees. This scholarship will help Project SEED alumni excel while advancing Kathleen’s legacy. 
To contribute or establish a scholarship, contact Lara Kadylak at l_kadylak@acs.org 
 
ACS Graduate School Readiness Boot Camp 
The  ACS Bridge Graduate School Readiness Boot Camp provides undergraduate students with an opportunity 
to gain clarity about their academic and professional future while exploring graduate education in a supportive 
and engaging environment. Through guided reflection, mentorship, and meaningful conversations with peers 
and professionals, participants are encouraged to examine their strengths, interests, and aspirations as they 
consider the next step in their scientific journey. Students will leave the experience with a stronger understand-
ing of the graduate school landscape, greater confidence in their potential, and practical tools to help them navi-
gate the application process. 
 
Funding Opportunity: Herman Frasch Foundation Grants in Agricul-
tural Chemistry 
The American Chemical Society is accepting applications for the 2027 Herman Frasch Foundation Grants, 
which support innovative research in agricultural chemistry with the potential to benefit the agricultural de-
velopment of the United States. Early-career tenured or tenure-track faculty within the first seven years of 
their first academic appointment are encouraged to apply. Grants provide up to $50,000 annually for five 
years (up to $250,000 total) to support research and student training activities. Applications are due Novem-
ber 5, 2026.For questions, contact fraschinfo@acs.org 

Nominations for National Awards Now Open 
Nominations for the 2028 ACS National Awards are being accepted from August 1 to December 1, 2026. 
Designed to recognize chemistry in all its branches, from groundbreaking research and commercialization 
to public service and doctoral work, the National Awards are the perfect opportunity to recognize an inspir-
ing chemist in your community. Visit the National Awards website for more information. 

Join the ACS Membership Drive 
Exclusive Member Savings 
To help make recruitment even easier, ACS is offering a 20% discount on membership until December 1st.. 
Members simply enter the code CGW20 when joining or renewing to unlock their savings and enjoy all the 
benefits of ACS membership. Learn more and join today: https://www.acs.org/membership.html 

New ACS Podcast: Chain Reaction 

Did you know that ACS has a new podcast? Dive into Chain Reaction – a show that links chemistry’s past, 
present, and future through stories of discovery, impact, and…the unexpected. From alchemy to clean en-
ergy, and from health care breakthroughs to environmental challenges, Chain Reaction brings together chem-
ists, engineers, historians, and other experts to uncover the moments that shaped chemistry as we know it 
today — and the innovations that will shape the next era of chemistry. 

So subscribe now wherever you get your podcasts and check out the ACS podcast Instagram to stay up to 
date on all our audio offerings! 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d18429%26elqC%3d10667%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d61540%26elqTrackId%3dD94A6C1F5B64D174527D5C45757E9BF1%26elq%3d77ab49e2797a4baabbd3a13b87007974%26elqaid%3d18429%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF52980CE435E1A671CB003E2349DDE4B83CFE5B0AA761A9915F639E1412500CC62&c=E,1,QMwmAybT-wjHa9w2XLvM2IEDhrgD43Xq7l02EGF7vl_S_xVWnNg01LPjx4bOOJJk0LH07tzqy_pM1_r1KSbdPuKjAGT6pqJSi5zRpb6-mQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d18429%26elqC%3d10667%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d61540%26elqTrackId%3dD94A6C1F5B64D174527D5C45757E9BF1%26elq%3d77ab49e2797a4baabbd3a13b87007974%26elqaid%3d18429%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF52980CE435E1A671CB003E2349DDE4B83CFE5B0AA761A9915F639E1412500CC62&c=E,1,QMwmAybT-wjHa9w2XLvM2IEDhrgD43Xq7l02EGF7vl_S_xVWnNg01LPjx4bOOJJk0LH07tzqy_pM1_r1KSbdPuKjAGT6pqJSi5zRpb6-mQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d18429%26elqC%3d10667%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d61539%26elqTrackId%3d7D6FA880B36DC567F2C0AD35EDD577B9%26elq%3d77ab49e2797a4baabbd3a13b87007974%26elqaid%3d18429%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF5BB504AB1319B79FC912C00C5DEE58A44CFE5B0AA761A9915F639E1412500CC62&c=E,1,d8mpDh_DODjQZZLppQeduC55lLVcUzInouQRQk0XBes3QbWJBpvJbzLowsV_nft40otsYTw2AmzcqbX_mHy1nQaAN6eUxpRFnT_A4GWA8gjTZsMwz_s,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d18429%26elqC%3d10667%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d42670%26elqTrackId%3d98A9D7D978DC8BDF40DB042E826BD652%26elq%3d77ab49e2797a4baabbd3a13b87007974%26elqaid%3d18429%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF5E9E8CCCE191B98779B4590D0759F7111CFE5B0AA761A9915F639E1412500CC62&c=E,1,46-SJ3MoOLS1xzLoS_jlbXuIfu1x7zeDU6vV4mwre1Iha2VguFZv6fs7OotTjLtxKypXIbDgwIAVM6mP8s9bRbtvHEEWKq20s_x9q9ZVgiyK_jw7fTv0apoNCQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d18429%26elqC%3d10667%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d61541%26elqTrackId%3d6303E52025629D64C62AF8E5B886E5FE%26elq%3d77ab49e2797a4baabbd3a13b87007974%26elqaid%3d18429%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF5B90D5D999BC59B1254BB18E26D32D177CFE5B0AA761A9915F639E1412500CC62&c=E,1,x-74uO2hA5yFX0KStmMOqEXz2QN5u7YiTnxsm7n7e4v4m9sjaqIZ9aEGPRD8nTruRL3dey2cc4PDXP3ZOkZkIoVWOGQtlaIJUIbZEJKLf9AXjPkcng,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d18429%26elqC%3d10667%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d34324%26elqTrackId%3d36CB360C2278AFA9CD790CEE35ADFFE1%26elq%3d77ab49e2797a4baabbd3a13b87007974%26elqaid%3d18429%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF5C69ADA12203CEB61900D315451CE34C9CFE5B0AA761A9915F639E1412500CC62&c=E,1,93mXO4mTEwbw0b11yBFQ2vjs67c1vYfhAU6sZNcnIwr2I_oCPJS-rX4t_OvMi5Wnuctt9bEf8s7dxYCGgTS2wOBqXji0DWR76URDUCmsifnODTuT7o4,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d18429%26elqC%3d10667%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d24131%26elqTrackId%3dC21D685EB0E0AFB4870448247B736F78%26elq%3d77ab49e2797a4baabbd3a13b87007974%26elqaid%3d18429%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF569DB79DDDF8279CF425560A3B4ACA2ACCFE5B0AA761A9915F639E1412500CC62&c=E,1,8HhdpibeKwi16UYUUSrmhw0R-b8-cXbUD1XK5ZgUoOxrF03f1Cw6O8uVBl5IXRkKB8fh34NDqQZEeNEqynAoq_UQs79oF_rb7dtHqyBja01fmQVWzWpV-Eso_Q0,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d17347%26elqC%3d10172%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d56683%26elqTrackId%3d9C6031976B08ECE73ED153246F600077%26elq%3dab234bea9f404743b521bb7489f08600%26elqaid%3d17347%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF53510AE77AC1D2B5E625AF8F596B540DEF12FB3EF9703E46C71680B4A136C5884&c=E,1,O1dXA9U-0J7BuapdrpmLY2Dx1CASJ4TpcLoW0PY931z4iTMn_Z2VbwHc9ozSFzBsaflhvfSvlc7Kof3s8sBnvWvZqElw_pEUMBSyfDQM5K7d_l4xK3oM0Ko,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d17347%26elqC%3d10172%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d56682%26elqTrackId%3dE43F272E0D23265237985742C4CF1A5A%26elq%3dab234bea9f404743b521bb7489f08600%26elqaid%3d17347%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF5ECBA98F9B147805B70639F04BB7E3565F12FB3EF9703E46C71680B4A136C5884&c=E,1,QMYlwA1p27l685mFuR7jDhzP7Q7TaPdmj1kjTFIekFFPIx_BCHhmWjdKZvmC91A0iJzSSuSrdl4UYlgA9x2eSGnN3Fx6JT6ZoWI5_MJ4_waaghtLu93x1jA,&typo=1
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ACS’ 150th Anniversary 
On April 6, 2026, ACS reached it's 150th Anniversary milestone mark and is celebrating throughout the year! 
Visit the webpage at www.acs.org/ACS150 
View the 150th Anniversary video. 
Visit this link and answer the question, What does "Chemistry is Everything" mean to you? 

Promote Your Events on the ACS Events Hub! 
ACS Events is the one-stop shop for all ACS events happening globally, online, in-person, and on-demand. Filter by 
location and connect to events happening near you. Search conferences, workshops, volunteer opportunities, social 
gatherings, and more! Use the hub to broaden your reach by submitting your events today! 

ACS Online Certificate in Scientific Leadership Newsletter 
Register Today for the ACS Online Certificate in Scientific Leadership! Elevate your career and make a bigger impact 
with the ACS Online Certificate in Scientific Leadership! You will learn how to:  

• Communicate with influence to move science forward 
• Lead with agility to impact science’s future 
• Develop empathetic conflict resolution that delivers results. 

The best part? It’s flexible and self-paced, to fit your schedule. You’ll walk away with practical, proven strategies and 
transformative leadership skills! Enhance your leadership skills and drive results! 
ACS members get an exclusive discount—don’t miss out. 
 
Committee on Ethics Celebrates 20 Years 
 
The ACS Committee on Ethics is proud to celebrate 20 years of service. Visit our website to learn about and join us 
for special programming, events, and activities honoring this milestone throughout the year and our continued com-
mitment to Empowering Trust, Honesty, and Integrity for Chemistry and Society (ETHICS). 

 
Volunteers at Your ACS Youth Events Must Have Up-to-Date Background 
Checks 
 
All volunteers at ACS Youth Events must complete a background check. ACS Background checks are updated 
each month and are valid for 12 months. Volunteers who completed their backgrounds check last year may need to 
renew their background checks in advance of youth events that our section is planning. . Please review the ACS 
Youth Protection Policy and complete your background check today.  
 
FREE Lab Safety Resources! 
 
The Laboratory Safety for Chemistry Students e-Textbook is designed for incorporation into a four-year under-
graduate chemistry curriculum, containing eight chapters and quizzes at the end of all 73 sections. 
Foundations of Chemical Safety and Risk Management is a 17-unit course designed for undergraduate students 
with general and organic chemistry laboratory experience based in the RAMP Risk Management Framework. 
Foundations for Storing, Organizing, and Disposing of Chemicals in Educational Settings is a six-unit course 
for secondary school educators and graduate students who manage chemical storerooms. A Certificate document-
ing ten hours of Professional Development is available upon completion. 
 
Contact safety@acs.org with questions. 
ACS Is Enhancing Your Account Security: Here’s What’s Changing  
To enhance account security, ACS will be updating its username and password requirements starting in Q425. As 
part of this update, users who haven’t changed their password in the past 365 days will be prompted to do so upon 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d16123%26elqC%3d9639%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d52066%26elqTrackId%3dA9834E2859CF201C65A963078849445D%26elq%3d75e03b9c98c04d6fa1c34d276b227673%26elqaid%3d16123%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF5C5895D54697E291ACB7B9A9FB8F6F9D01F2A46866ACA83DFF60630E0548E2789&c=E,1,DHqH9k-rlU447PxYcAL4oRDbEjitv63JGhgOG2BZ84YNmx5rK3-uuB4zEwPq9YVX9XDMdc_JAj5yK1rRGsnqJBBy9Th7n2ZIKP5FLsfqFTgo1EISApLU&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d16324%26elqC%3d9710%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d53556%26elqTrackId%3d7D506D1C0C6459F18FE86E318CF583AC%26elq%3d0dd30f454aae47b3bb8ebbac4359dcfc%26elqaid%3d16324%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF51382407B7B72D0713EEF68B350B6E321BE8C25FA477F56334B29362FED47D76A&c=E,1,ud_jUOZv4DJFraayrwo6M6hLGnUc-Pwbzs3HJqkWN_qzpw1_qhOxAZQW35LVOFm4Bs0p9mHtURHouN4iGBcBr-qOjCbrYRPmG_UgPPAXAIAAQT_5QtqOwQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d16324%26elqC%3d9710%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d52770%26elqTrackId%3d2A3500427ACEBB6904C3047587D2CD4F%26elq%3d0dd30f454aae47b3bb8ebbac4359dcfc%26elqaid%3d16324%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF52726E996B09031DAE834C60963AA9178BE8C25FA477F56334B29362FED47D76A&c=E,1,OAhMfzkD2m_VxF8iL5PJYE1oOAlXZ4L0dGo4SFA534WzXg9o2nMsxpdu18KAtdsapcbYQKVH9DpMF4xorVKTEG8eTL6ycP4pmzKAz8yfAcaQ8jf6DG7TW7INnA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d18117%26elqC%3d10530%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d30110%26elqTrackId%3dDCF4C9DA29F985EBAD39C3EA89B95ECE%26elq%3de8215dceb7f64020b8545607ba8efc70%26elqaid%3d18117%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF58A07693AE8D11D0BAAE41F9A65C1FD237B0D5734A84206728621819F100F99B0&c=E,1,ETs9LNM0GDyNQZ_dhvbeT6iGM6b_c8tjh9augp5YnNSEOSuq8SK4hJJmZM8aDs9z1aQhxIzsCocwSRO9z-2kFmJkQ45BjZVfcJHFLYehJOmNsI8,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d18117%26elqC%3d10530%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d38602%26elqTrackId%3dFC83C5A958D536C713469AA2E0932E48%26elq%3de8215dceb7f64020b8545607ba8efc70%26elqaid%3d18117%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF5215033C69ABBF40F711EB0FDF33666E77B0D5734A84206728621819F100F99B0&c=E,1,jNscJZgtTNu5zXecrTLJL5X3ZRi_t8dqltAdD9gXxBLBOKevI9jdST06zDh5fRIrPTjaK1NQchpACAKPeQGOFmuTlUYHz2xDKcERst6N&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d17134%26elqC%3d10080%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d27669%26elqTrackId%3d111426DDA5E4F1C24DBBF3E015B91CCE%26elq%3d9358ee9162a2489c9988feef63ae043a%26elqaid%3d17134%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF59FC2EC6D30586902DFB79F4356D44B6A7E87BCBACA03AA5E5319AD948D2A542E&c=E,1,d9Wvgj6mfEcJS5H7LgRk4_FCxO1v_dRdoEB5BfnmR4uGR9IcnoWauBGxjIHD_hHMbkI03ej9YyWyE8DJA-0mmt6jRQJCqs1gceqFOup2V8jVTk6s&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d17134%26elqC%3d10080%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d27669%26elqTrackId%3d111426DDA5E4F1C24DBBF3E015B91CCE%26elq%3d9358ee9162a2489c9988feef63ae043a%26elqaid%3d17134%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF59FC2EC6D30586902DFB79F4356D44B6A7E87BCBACA03AA5E5319AD948D2A542E&c=E,1,Mtn9gdNmCWQ0AFL5VdaHPLLUZEE5Q-R-V1Xhh_rQHEy8PFPODxABwm_fqcMwU655qJbu2pzNndYDsnylstTfB_geodQ19OYryVHiEMf--4c,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d16324%26elqC%3d9710%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d51491%26elqTrackId%3dAA4FC58056CE959560A004D19C68F55C%26elq%3d0dd30f454aae47b3bb8ebbac4359dcfc%26elqaid%3d16324%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF5F16A2301EBC425DE81279A04E2E42DF0BE8C25FA477F56334B29362FED47D76A&c=E,1,2r7942qwGwsrHI8cAeiYYNnKBuF1s6r-TSL_85ep37eIpPhg53s6OZJ2FdJh-QXDZFzlBPQsygu6YoR7JA9wbn0-4Na0ImNwzjXM09zVV2D463IDVTEBQEchjcg,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d16324%26elqC%3d9710%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d39081%26elqTrackId%3d7B7806EAC15A4348AD88F2D8ABBD24BB%26elq%3d0dd30f454aae47b3bb8ebbac4359dcfc%26elqaid%3d16324%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF544A1FDC1D25C188D9D93433BDC62DBE0BE8C25FA477F56334B29362FED47D76A&c=E,1,NCBJ9-TDLw_uuEeWYNJuMtvi5D8RwDSpFK01u-bjW8UU9ARRRZH8RxGicTz1z5bNLQqpDyrb7M1zgxA19ZTD-EEUGkOW43iKoe0OPKByHxInRKCgtBriry2K&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d16324%26elqC%3d9710%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d39081%26elqTrackId%3d7B7806EAC15A4348AD88F2D8ABBD24BB%26elq%3d0dd30f454aae47b3bb8ebbac4359dcfc%26elqaid%3d16324%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF544A1FDC1D25C188D9D93433BDC62DBE0BE8C25FA477F56334B29362FED47D76A&c=E,1,NCBJ9-TDLw_uuEeWYNJuMtvi5D8RwDSpFK01u-bjW8UU9ARRRZH8RxGicTz1z5bNLQqpDyrb7M1zgxA19ZTD-EEUGkOW43iKoe0OPKByHxInRKCgtBriry2K&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d16324%26elqC%3d9710%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d39081%26elqTrackId%3d7B7806EAC15A4348AD88F2D8ABBD24BB%26elq%3d0dd30f454aae47b3bb8ebbac4359dcfc%26elqaid%3d16324%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF544A1FDC1D25C188D9D93433BDC62DBE0BE8C25FA477F56334B29362FED47D76A&c=E,1,Xju4RK0-6fyDgKHT2bryEuEoEz1vT-wc3ppN_JTnoKzdOJEax_jon-HTAB5ei53NrzClMsfPeTHN_dnhwfZbgdqwUXD7xI-r3DNmUpRVRnOpb0Qv8EM2Ds9qzZg,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d16890%26elqC%3d9953%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d50936%26elqTrackId%3d8587F7224B984227981E52148E2FF815%26elq%3d2da9d9899a534a15a8522cd6ad59c60d%26elqaid%3d16890%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF56CF89EA478FC6380F4155D29C4BA3AFE6563A474D4B34B67D43CC78459A2B8F9&c=E,1,iHj0NWZdv7aMD0h5aG82rFjBiZ0K6mtETurHFFWnzQXGzw47vDT8CdsB69cfLRYo-CKxBH1rPSD1bFzfqZ8YYwI_toy66sq9_2jlWaeE&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d16890%26elqC%3d9953%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d23022%26elqTrackId%3dE05BE50081F7C105E20894000A9FF2F3%26elq%3d2da9d9899a534a15a8522cd6ad59c60d%26elqaid%3d16890%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF50E2C71FCECD5DCC6CA2C75388DCE15416563A474D4B34B67D43CC78459A2B8F9&c=E,1,P-rbE2qkACXzIQozbCy5qfgvYlmBZDqN1k21R0iiz1LQ3EtBLIItsBNNXSJsMwijgCnklxlRvv6lqI-TRAJDm6Nn-ol3jCkshwbtSiXHvKXe&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d16890%26elqC%3d9953%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d23022%26elqTrackId%3dE05BE50081F7C105E20894000A9FF2F3%26elq%3d2da9d9899a534a15a8522cd6ad59c60d%26elqaid%3d16890%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF50E2C71FCECD5DCC6CA2C75388DCE15416563A474D4B34B67D43CC78459A2B8F9&c=E,1,Yh_7Ne8TfLDgXfAHTVKHxKguRuaNu6w508lrydDYJZ_4p6HU8U4z_rrb8y794v251bQtH6mSsn4NflygaLH8t0kAxAlavTKbridrqC5tHco,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d16890%26elqC%3d9953%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d28276%26elqTrackId%3dBD9C775D078FA5F4D1C372899808CFB2%26elq%3d2da9d9899a534a15a8522cd6ad59c60d%26elqaid%3d16890%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF593D662FE4C9884C4F2576A70B3203A436563A474D4B34B67D43CC78459A2B8F9&c=E,1,npgHUcyNOnJg9BUVg-JyvF_rnU9xvFYfZqQTZggV-ZufaQV0TypLe25cSt190g7Tp_nDrbWSN04UQOmO8kaNUfQX7Wy7nx0_cM9JYWyhxky18oulmP9XXxI,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapp.connect.discoveracs.org%2fe%2fer%3felqE%3d16890%26elqC%3d9953%26s%3d341921710%26lid%3d34915%26elqTrackId%3dDA8B08F2E1D729E2CB00ACFE97417E58%26elq%3d2da9d9899a534a15a8522cd6ad59c60d%26elqaid%3d16890%26elqat%3d1%26elqak%3d8AF5EA244BEEEE49B843B057C516D6FA7F0F6563A474D4B34B67D43CC78459A2B8F9&c=E,1,p2bJI-25LkzejV3ZdSafnbS7jXWeJqo8UlESBiePk331eNWDs5_Wu4Q4xF9wSZ39ewd3NsSHuEYMsfjOV6cNidnDmHc-jN5rWpFnw5n9oc1KuYHWFHqw5coB&typo=1
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login. New password guidelines including length and special character requirements will be clearly displayed via on-
screen instructions on Account Creation screen to help guide users through the process. 

 OPPORTUNITIES TO VOLUNTEER 
Younger Chemists Committee Program and Event Planning Volunteers: The Younger Chemists 
Committee (YCC) is a committee of the Philadelphia Local Section focusing on the needs of 
undergraduate, graduate, post doc, and early career chemists under 35 years old. The committee 
is looking for volunteers to help with program planning this year! This is an excellent oppor-
tunity for students and early career chemists to assume leadership roles and network with like-
minded scientists within the ACS community. The estimated time commitment would be less 
than 1 hour per week. 

All interested individuals can reach out to Kunyu Wang Kunyuwang95@gmail.com; Andres 
Vazquez a.vazquez1120@gmail.com 

The Communications Committee is seeking proof editors for the Catalyst. It 
is published nine times annually. If you would like to join, please contact the 
Editor, Robin Davis at robin.davis1@verizon.net.  
 

The Committee on Minority Affairs is seeking members. If you would like to 
join, please contact cma.philaacs@gmail.com to learn more. 

 
 

 ACS CAREER CONSULTANTS 

Would you like to speak to a local ACS Career Consultant? The 
Philadelphia Section career consultants can provide one-on-one 
career advice, resume reviews, or mock interviews. Please send 
an email request to acsphillycareerservices@gmail.com to set up 
an appointment. 
 

mailto:Kunyuwang95@gmail.com
mailto:a.vazquez1120@gmail.com
mailto:robin.davis1@verizon.net
mailto:cma.philaacs@gmail.com
mailto:acsphillycareerservices@gmail.com
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782nd ACS Philadelphia Section Board of Directors Meeting 

Thursday, September 10, 2026 
In-Person Meeting at Grey Towers Castle, Arcadia University 

 
Call to Order and Code of Conduct 
The meeting was called to order by Andrew Devany at 7:04 PM. A quorum was confirmed. The ACS Chemists’ 
Code of Conduct was read aloud. 
 
Roll Call 
Present: David J. Cichowicz; Deborah H. Cook; Greglynn Gibbs; Victor Tortorelli; Sharon Haynie; Andres 
Vazquez-Lopez; Wei Gao; Andrew Devany; Michael Castaldi; David Salas de la Cruz; Sherry Zhang; Ivona Ma-
cor; Judith Currano; Daniel Miller; Robert Dyer; Isabella Goodenough; Shrirang Sabde; Ella Davis; Amy Brown; 
Brisa Hurlocker; Kseniia Karnaukh; Ann Valentine; Linda Mascavage. 
 
Excused: Catherine Bentzley; Melissa Cichowicz; Matthew Irwin; Christine McInnis; Steve Flemming. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
The June 2026 Board Meeting minutes were presented for approval. 
Motion: Deborah Cook; Second: Greglynn Gibbs; Vote: Approved; Abstentions: None 
The June 2026 minutes were approved as presented. 
 
Officer Updates 
Chair – Andrew Devany 
Andrew began by thanking Prof. Linda Mascavage and Arcadia University for hosting this in-person board 
meeting. He then provided the following updates: 
• Upcoming Events Calendar: Andrew reviewed the fall and winter schedule: 

Thursday, September 17 – Joint event with the Society of Tribologists and Lubrication Engineers (STLE) 
Friday, September 25 – YCC Annual Poster Session 
Saturday, October 3 – Undergraduate Student Tour 
Thursday, October 8 – WCC Networking at Love City Brewing, Manayunk 
Friday, October 16 – Science After Hours at the Franklin Institute 
Mid-to-late October – Philadelphia Section Annual Award 
Saturday, November 7 – PAGES 
Friday, November 13 – Ullyot Lecture (note: held on a Friday this year, not the customary Thursday) 
Mid-December – Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 

• Board Elections: Section elections are coming up in November. Wei Gao is working on the election slate, 
which must be approved by the board before the end of October. 

• Section’s Strategic Plan: Andrew recapped the strategies developed at the 2021 Strategic Plan retreat and 
reviewed progress against them. He then outlined several of the section’s ongoing communication chal-
lenges — particularly reaching members with information about section programming. 

• Component Group Management Pilot Program: Andrew suggested that participation in the ACS National 
component group management pilot program could improve local distribution of information and support 
the strategies in the master plan. The program is a vendor-supported, centralized platform intended to 
improve consistency, reduce administrative burden, and provide better tools for volunteer leaders, includ-
ing centralized roster management, targeted email and outreach tools, secure document management, 
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and event registration and management. Kickoff activities and training begin in September and October, 
with system launch and onboarding in Q4; participants receive regular updates and can share feedback 
through check-ins and surveys during Phase 1. 

 
Immediate Past Chair – Wei Gao 
• Volunteer Recruitment: Wei encouraged members to reach out to her to volunteer for a variety of Local 

Section roles and activities. 
• YCC Poster Session: She specifically encouraged members to volunteer for the YCC poster session this fall, 

led by Kunyu and Andres Vazquez-Lopez. 
• ChemLuminary Award: The Philadelphia Local Section won a ChemLuminary Award of Local Section Part-

nership Award/Marinda Li Wu Award for building a dynamic partnership with the Chinese American Chem-
ical Society and the ACS Transformative Natural Polymer Convergent Chemist Community at the Fall 2026 
National Meeting. 

 
Chair-Elect – Greglynn Gibbs 
• Committee Planning: Greglynn asked committee chairs to reach out to her about their plans for next year. 
• Goals for 2027: Greglynn’s goal for the coming year is to develop a collaborative spirit within the Section, 

and she encouraged open communication with her by email. 
 
Secretary – Matthew Irwin 
No report; Matthew Irwin was excused. 
 
Treasurer – Ivona Macor 
The Treasurer’s report was presented for board approval with one correction: line 1800 should state -
$3,581.77. 
• Motion: Ivona Macor; Second: Andrew Devany; Vote: Approved; Abstentions: Ivona Macor. 
The Treasurer’s report was approved as corrected. 
• Reimbursements: Ivona reminded Councilors to submit their requests for reimbursement for the Fall Na-

tionalMeeting. 
• Grant Funds: Anyone within the Local Section receiving a grant should notify the Treasurer so that funds 

can be allocated properly. Unidentified funds currently default to line item 560 in the Treasurer’s report. 
 
Chair of Council Affairs – Deborah Cook 
There were only three items on the councilors’ agenda at the fall national meeting, which is unusual. Deborah 
reported the following notable items from Council: 
• Attendance: Approximately 13,000 attendees at the Fall National Meeting. 
• Finances: ACS finances are strong, with most revenue coming from publications. ACS Publications remain 

strong, and CAS registered its 300 millionth compound. 
• Membership: ACS and the GDCh (German Chemical Society) have a reciprocal membership agreement car-

rying a 30% discount. ACS is also piloting a lifetime membership category priced at approximately $2,000. 
• Policy Fellowships: ACS will increase the Policy Fellowships from two to six, plus four summer internships. 
• Committee Leadership: Committee chairs for 2027 were announced. Ivona Macor will serve as Chair of the 

Committee on Nomenclature, Terminology, and Symbols. 
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• National Elections: ACS voting for President-Elect and Board members opens September 14 and closes Oc-

tober 9. 
• Council Committee Elections: Results were announced for the Committee on Committees (ConC), the Com-

mittee on Nominations and Elections (N&E), and the Council Policy Committee (CPC). 
 

Committee Reports 
Young Chemists Committee (YCC) – Andres Vazquez-Lopez 
The YCC Annual Poster Session will be held September 25. There is still time to sign up, and additional volun-
teers and presenters are welcome. 
 
MARM 2029 Update – David Salas de la Cruz 
David has been working to bring the Middle Atlantic Regional Meeting (MARM) to Philadelphia in 2029. Three 
institutions have been contacted; none can currently accommodate the meeting, and a venue is not yet se-
cured: 
• Rutgers–Camden (home institution): The campus does not have facilities that can accommodate the event. 
• Saint Joseph’s University (Peter Graham, Professor of Chemistry): The university does not have suitable fa-

cilities for the event. 
• Villanova University (Dan Kraut, Professor and Chair of Chemistry): Villanova does not have the resources, 

personnel, or facilities needed to host. 
• Next lead: Houston Hall at the University of Pennsylvania, which previously hosted a NATAS conference. 

The next step is to contact Penn and determine whether the venue could accommodate MARM 2029. 
David asked the board for financial support from the Section, for ideas on potential venues, and for contacts at 
Penn and Drexel — including the possibility of splitting the meeting across a couple of locations. 
 
Additional Business 
• Project SEED Scholarship: A Project SEED scholarship was established in Kathy Shaginaw’s name. 
• Recognition: Ella Davis was recognized for serving 15 years on the Council. 

 
Adjournment 
Motion: Andrew Devany; Second: Deborah Cook; Vote: Approved unanimously. 
The meeting adjourned. 
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CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS NETWORK MEETING 
 

NOVEMBER 11, 2026 

THE ART OF NETWORKING AND CURRENT TRENDS IN THE  
LUBRICANT MARKET 

 
Neil Canter, PhD, President, Chemical Solutions 

 
DATE & TIME: Wednesday November 11, 2026, 6:30 PM ET 

Click here to register  
 
Location: Online via Zoom! (Registration required) 
 
Abstract: Consultants working in the chemical industry need to develop a network of contacts they can 
turn to for assistance in working on existing projects for clients and finding new opportunities. This talk 
will provide a personal perspective on networking that the speaker has discovered in traversing through 
the chemical industry over the past 40+ years. Included will be discussions on what is networking, why 
network, how to build a network, and guidance for those new to consulting. The second segment of the 
talk will briefly discuss key trends in the lubricant market where this individual has spent most of his 
time consulting. 
 
Biography: Neil Canter received his PhD in Chemistry from the University of Michigan in 1983 and his 
BS in Chemistry from Brown University in 1978. He has been working in the chemical and lubricant 
industries for over 40 years. Neil previously worked for Stepan Company and Mayco. Presently, Neil 
runs his own consulting company called Chemical Solutions. He specializes in commercial 
development, marketing, product development and regulatory support for the lubricant industry. Neil is 
a member of the American Chemical Society, SAE and STLE. He is also a long-standing member of 
the Chemical Consultants Network. 
 
Click here to register to attend the event. This session is FREE. 

 
CONSULTANTS - OPPORTUNITY HERE!        
PLEASE VISIT http://www.chemconsultants.org/ and https://www.linkedin.com/company/chemical-consultants-network/ 

Are You Getting the Benefits of CCN Membership or Event Participation? 
THE CHEMICAL CONSULTANTS NETWORK PROVIDES VALUABLE TOOLS FOR MEMBERS BEYOND THE MEETINGS 

AND NETWORKING.  CHECK OUT OUR: 
• Valuable past presentations – Consultants’ Directory – Blogs – Resources 
• Join!   Most valuable – post your consulting practice information – and have greater visibility! 

If you’d like to speak with one of our members 

https://chemconsultants.org/event-6453081
https://chemconsultants.org/event-6453081
http://www.chemconsultants.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/chemical-consultants-network/
http://www.chemconsultants.org/page-1641395
http://www.chemconsultants.org/consultants.html
http://www.chemconsultants.org/page-1641399
http://www.chemconsultants.org/resources.html
http://www.chemconsultants.org/application.html
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Advertising: vtortorelli@ursinus.edu 
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mailto:vtortorelli@ursinus.edu
www.membership.acs.org/p/philadelphia



